I5<5                     A SHOUT ffiStO&Y OP OUR ItMBS
or another, or of the official classes which stood stubbornly in the old ways. A Liberal policy steadily pursued might have enabled the Dual Monarchy to obtain the leadership of the Balkan peoples and to wean them from their habit of looking to Russia as their patron. But the German and Magyar aristocracies had thought of little but their own ascendancy, and blunder upon blunder had finally landed the Dual Monarchy in the position in which the existence of any successful and self-assertive Slav State outside its boundary acted as a magnet to the millions of discontented Slavs within. The Serbs in the autumn of 1913 had none of the craft which conceals a future design. They were jubilant, they talked at die top of their voices, and made no secret of their desire to reestablish the greater Serbia which must necessarily carve a large slice out of Austria-Hungary. At the same time Rumanians were talking of the "great Rumania5' which would presently liberate and absorb the Rumanians under the Magyar yoke.
When the third Balkan War was over Conrad declared for what he called the " great solution "—the solution by war, which he clearly foresaw would be war not with the Balkan States only but with Russia, and probably set all Europe on fire. Some time in the summer of 1913 he appears to have converted the German Chief of Staff, General von Moltke, to this view. In his Memoirs he records conversations in which the two Chiefs of Staff confided their ideas to one another, and found that they were in agreement. Both held that the JEuropean balance of power had been profoundly disturbed and to the disadvantage of the Triple Alliance by the victory of the Balkan Allies. Rumania, hitherto a faithful adherent of the Ceatral Powers, was now doubtful; Italy was in sharp '                     with Austria; Serbia, greatly aggrandized,
cdroted on the side of Russia ; and Greece, if tested, follow Serbia.    The only gleam of light whkh Ivould be drawn to the German side of Serbia and Greece.    This situation, said ,:--wont!., grow worse, not better, by waiting—waiting would give Rfssia-tone to .prepare, and though weak and "paied at die moment, Russia had incalculable resources might make h&z kredstible in a few years'time. Conrad
